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INTRODUCTION.

3 -Tms ProxETIc KEY is intended to reprosent the Standard
_,J'Pronuncmnon of Modern Ulster Irish. The pnnclple
- underlying it is that of “learning the unknown from the
;known." The Pronunciation of an Irish word means
‘the oral expression of the proper sounds of that word’s
“wowels and consonants.

. The method adopted in this Key for acquiring the
‘gounds of the Irish Vowels and Consonants is as follows :—

. English words are given as Key words, with whose pro-
nunciation the student is presumed to be familiar, and
‘consequently he should be familiar with their vowel
‘sounds and consonant sounds. The Key then shows the
‘student the Irish vowels (single vowels and digraphs),
which have the same sounds as the vowels referred to in
the Key words, and thus the student from his knowledge
_ of the sounds ofs the Key vowels gets to know also the
_ different sounds of the Irish vowels; similarly, the Key

Jindicates the Irish Consonants which have the sounds
“of the Consonants referred to in English Key words, and
thus, too, the sounds of the Irish Consonants are acquired ;
and consequently the student is taught to pronounce any
Irish word; for knowing the sounds of all its vowels
and all its Consonants, by putting them together he has
_the pronunciation of the whole word. (Of course the
Bl ‘syllabic accent must also be given, but T shall refer to this

laver on).

In the case of non-Gaelic speakers it is manifest a
Phonebtc Key is absolutely necessary for the acquisition
. of the Irish Pronunciation, if they study without the
assistance of a Gaelic teacher, and even if they have
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4 A PHONETIC KEY

such assistance, experience convinces me that a Phonetie

Key is not only useful but almost indispensable. It-is a
powerful help to the memory, and if properly used it will
soon enable the student to pronounce pretty correctly any
Irish word without the assistance of a teacher, whereas I
have a strong persuasion that students who have not

~ been taught to pronounce Gaelic through the medium of

a Phonetic Key will ALWAYS require the assistance of a
Teacher to enable them to pronounce words whose pro-
nunciation they have not already learned.

That there is need for a special Phonetic Key to Ulster
Modern Irish follows from the fact of the existence of a
distinet Ulster Dialect, and from the fact that the Phonetic
Keys found in most of the books now being studied, seem

intended to represent the Western or Munster Pronuncia- .

tion.

Instead of being a help to the Ulster student, such
Keys necessarily cause him confusion and embarrassment,
introducing, as they do, a pronunciation quite out of
harmony with what prevails around him.

As, however, we may not expect, for the present, Irish
Text Books with a Phonetic Key in them suitable for
Ulster, T thought it would be of great service for Ulster
to have at least a Key that would represent the common
pronunciation prevailing throughout this province, where
the Irish is yet a living language. I have taken con-
siderable pains in my endeavour to make this Key a
faithful and reliable exponent of the Pronunciation of
Modern Ulster Irish, and, in this eonnection, I got
valuable assistance from the following Native Irish
Scholars :—Mr. J. C. Ward, N. T, Killybegs; Mr. J, P.
Craig, Professor of Irish, &c., Letterkenny Seminary ;
Mr. P. Gildea, Irish Teacher, Ardara; Mr. B. Keeney,
Irish Teacher, Strabane, and several others in different
parts of Ulster; while to Mr. P. H. Pearse, B.A., B.L.
(Hon. Sec. Publication Committee, Gaelic League, Dublin),
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" ment of the subject matter of this Key.
As to the use to be made of this Key by students, I

~advise them to learn first the single vowel sounds, and
'« practise these by words taken from Ir. O'Growney, or the

First Book (Irish Society); then commit to memory the

digraphs which have the same sounds as the single vowels,
and practise these similarly, only learning as much of the

Koy as is necessary to keep pace with their lessons in
Text Books. It will be also very necessary from the
beginning to learn the sounds of the Irish Consonants,
for otherwise they might be acquiring a wrong pronuncia-

. tion, which would be difficult to unlearn again,

' Teachers should make use of the Black-board to
illustrate the sounds of vowels, &c., and should require

. their students, again and again, to account for the pro-

_nunciation by reference to this Key, and caution themn

. against using the Keys found in their texts. The Hints

~ on the use of the Key should also be carefully studied, as

~ they throw additional light on the Key used.

M. MULLIN, C.C., Killygordon.

Ld Féite Naonh Piopag, 1908
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urRnNmMEe an TIZeARNJ.
(THE LORD’S PRAYER.)

Ap n-dtap, 4Ta ap neam, o naomtap ©'amnm, 5o
VTIIO 00 MEEACT ; §O MVEANTA 0O COIL A AN TALAM Map
snrotean an near. An n-apdn Laetedrnail Gabaip Ouinn
L 4nOIn ajur mait OGinn Ap BRpata map maiteamuro odn
: Bpradamnaid péin ;. agup nd Léig rinn 1 scatusab ACT raop

i

pmnn 6 olc. Amen.

rdiLce an angiL.
i (THE ANGELICAL sawn-rmn.) )
o 014 Vo0 bBeats, o Mupe, atd Lin vé Fpdra; T4 an
Tigeapna Lteac; 1 beannuigte ta eavap na mnaib ; Agup
r beannmgte Topa®d 0o bronn, Topa. '
0 Naorm Muipe, o Mataip V6, 5o opainne na peacary,
ANOIP, aBUP Ap uam &p mbdip.  Amen.

iy M ik

CRE N4 n-€asbal.
(THE APOSTLES' CREED.)
_ Cperoim 1 n'O1a, an dtamp Wite-Cummactae, Cputuigteodin
'- neime agur talamh ; agup n fora Cpiorc, a aon-fhac-pan,
,Ap nCtSeapna A Tabav 6'n Sproparo Naor; 4 pugav 6
thupe Oig, 4 ©'pulamg pdip pao Point ]‘DioLm‘O A ceupan,
4 puAIp DAP ASUP A h-a0Llacan, 4 Cuard piop 50 h-1ppomn ;
L A4 0EIE an Tpear LA 0 mapbaid ;4 Cuad pudp ap neam ;
T4 'na pmde ap veir V& an Atap Uite-cumattail; ap pin
Tgocpar le bpeiteamnap a tABAINC 4p DE0DAID AZur A
L omapbait.  Cperoim inp an Spiopao Naor 'ran Naom €astae
~ Gacoilicig; 1 5COMAOI NA NAOr, 1 MAILEAD N4 bPeacad
L an eipéipge na SCOPP, ASUP INP an beata patan.  Admen.
| Blomp vo'n Ataip, agupr 00'n Mac, agur oo’'n Spiopav
" flaomh. Mapdi 6 iap, A5UP Map T anoir, A5ur map Bérvear
. le paogalina raogal.  dmen. '

5 e A



A PHONETIC KEY

Phonetic Key for Lord’s Prayer, Etc.

1 péofm &N KheR, 8GuS & vik, aGaS & SpiRsd Nov,

Amen.
~“URN8s &N TeaRNi.”
(THE LORD'S PRAYER.)
AR NAhir, & Ta R now, G5 NefiR Denim, G& digs

D5 réaghT; Go naNTA&R Do hitl &R aN Tala M&R nshaR

éR now. AR NaRaN Lehil Tosr yinn #néw, 4GS mih
yinn AR veaghi MaR WihaMid DaR vesighowNiv fen :
a4GuS Na lég shinn & Giaha; #gh S8R shinn 6 SLK,
Amén.
‘altd aN Angil.
(THE ANGELICAL baLUTMmN)

Dei Do vaha, & Wure, 'Ta LaN De yRaSa, Ta aN

TéaRNa 1aT; iss baNN& hi aDaR Na MuR#; aGuS iss
baNNé& ToRia D5 vRoNN, ESa.

A Néa Wirs, & Wihér dé, G8 ORinns Ni piK& aNish®

#04S oR G8r AR Mash. Amen,

Cra Na niaSBaL.
(THE APOSTLE'S CREED.)

Krédim i Néi, AN Ahsr iléghuighTigh, KRuhshor névé
#GaS TaLiv; aGuS in ES& KireST, & 8N-waK-SiN, AR
déaRNi, a Gnll ON SpiRed Néa; & RuGa, o Wiire 08, &
DiLin Pash Fwee Fint FéLad; a KES&, A Fagr BaS aGus
& héLaKi, & Ghad shéS Go hifriNN, & deré 4N TriaS Li o
witriv, & Ghaé SaaS &R now; 14 'Na He &r y&sh da aN
Ahér iléghuaghTd iss shinn tiKhas 18 bréshowNaS a
Hoert ér vyo &GS &R wiriy. Krtidim ingiin  SpiRad
Néu 'SaN Néi aGLish Ghatoliks, i Gimén Ni& Néa i
Miha Nit baKu; in éshérs Na GoRp AGUS insin vithd
huhin. Amen.

Glor DON Ahér aGaS DO'N WaK aGiuS Da'N Sp’iRﬁ.D
Néa. MaR ve o HaS, aGuS MiaR Ta aNish, aGuS MiR
véaS 18 Seal, Na Seéal, Amen.

N.B.—Give the vowels and consonants on this poge the sounds they
have in their respective Phonetic Koys.
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THE FIFTEEN MYSTERIES OF THE ROSARY'

na cChg RUOIN-01IAMRA LUATEAIREACH

: (THE FIVE JOYFUL MYSTERIES,)

i 'i.',l.'l. ‘Teactammeatt an Aingil. 2. Cuaipc na Margomne
Mupe. 8. Temeaman dp oTigeapna Topa Cpiope + mLec-
tehem. 4. Tonpbepc ap otigespna inp san Teampoll.
5. Fagail an tembd fopa inp an Teampoll.

na Cg RUMOIAMIRA DOLASACA.
(THE FIVE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES.)

A B Upnuige agup Allup Fuiltead dn Stanwmgteona inp an
: Sdp’bmﬁ 2. Sguuppail 4&p oTigeapna. 3. Coponugad &n
'oCISeApnaLe-oetLgnm 4. fopa ax 1oméap a Cpoice. 5.
{.‘.eum'b agup DAp ap oTigeapna ap an Cpord.

na Cctig RUIMMDIAMRA TLORMARA.
(THE FIVE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES.)

L epeipge ap oTigeapna. 2. 'Dearsabait apoTigeapna
_ap Nearh. 8. Thiping an Spropaio Naoii: 4. TOgHBaiL na
Magoine Muipe go Neam. 5. Coponuiad na Maigoine
" Mupe, Or cionn na n-dingedl agur na 1Naorm 5o h-uile.

saLbe regina.

. (THE SALVE REGINA.—HAIL HOLY QUEEN.) 4
Ve To mbeannwigleap Owc, 4 Banpiogan beannwite, a
thatam na Tpocampe ; 50 mbeannugtean HMIT, & Mbedts,
A milpeadt agup &p nootéap.  1p opc-pa LaorOIMIo, clann
todc vibeapta €aba. 1p ugaT-ra 4 cuipeamuo &p n-ornaroe,
45 MAPENIS ABUP 45 Bul 1 ngleann o na noeopd. A an
Aﬁ'bap rm, 4 @aoapgurdtem spdpamall cionncuig 0o puile
Bnocmpenc;x ofaINn @ ARUP ANVIATO A noibipteacta annro,
LCalrbean ouinn topdd beannwmgte o bBponn, fora. A
fhatgoean ceannpa, $pdomap, mitp, Muipe.
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Phonetic Key for Irish Vowels, Digraphs, Etc,
Irish vowels may be divided as follows :—(1) Broad or

thick vowels &, o, u; (2) thin or slender vowels, &, 1;

(3) long vowels, 4 ¢, i, 6, a; (4) short vowels, 4, e, 1, o, u.

Combinations of vowels may result from—(1) mere
_;uxtaposlt.lon when each vowel retains its own sound, as
“ua” in cuan, (like “ua” in truant); (2) Digraphs, when
the two vowels have only one single sound, as “ea” in
bean (like “a’ in fat); (3) Diphthongs, when the two

vowels have a ﬂnmamn*nrf sound, as “eo” in ceol !.k

“yaw " in yawn).

Some of the Digraphs are said to be short when without
the accent, as a1, eq, e1, o1, w1, and long when accented, as
&, éa, é1, 01, 1 ; the rest are always long, whether accented
or not, as a0, 14, eu, ua, eo (1u nearly always being long).

S8ounds of Irish Vowels, Digraphs, Etc.

Ilr'?g‘rTl:rﬂ:l:-:ltt. \'tﬁren!;s. le."::‘,;l. Irish Words.

a, 41, ea Sreeachpro & in fat, a8 cat, aitl, bean.

4 &, ed ,, i ,, far, , bdo, pdilce, vedn

e, e o g, fret y Le, e,

6, @1, ae I é ,, freight, , 6, rpéipn, Lae.

1,90, Ol 41 " 4 s (AT 1 » MIN,  cpop, oilean,
oo,

1,10, &l a0 , & , fear, ,, min, prioova, ppéacad,
VA0,

0 % Lol ) » COp-

0, 01, eo (ed) ., 6 ,, form,  wvo,copce, eopna.

u, (1u when short) | i ,, fun, , U, pLing, Tiug.

4, " i, Eall OGN, cpdpein,
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i éa (eu) has a sound longer than that of 6 in fret; more
“like the sound of e in where, as peup.

14 has the sounds of i and 4, as mav.

ua i 0 o and 4, as cuan.

11 (when long) has the sound of “ ew ” in few, as piu.

a0, eon, 141, 1ut, udr, have each a sound like their digraphs,
a0, eo, ete., but longer, and of course they cause the next
consonant to have its slender sound.,

Hints on the Use of this Key.

N.B.—{1) The student should carefully note the dif-
ferent marks on the Key vowels, *, =, %, as vowels
. similarly marked in subsequent Key words must get the
same sound as they have in this Key. (2) eu has some-
""tlmea also the sound of e in freight, as peun, Seumar, etc.,
" but this sound is not often met with. (3) eo (eo) at the
_ beginning of words generally gets the sound indicated

 as ceol. (4) 1 is pronounced like @ when short, as it is
in puug, oy, (5) o1, w, also sound like i, as coiw (Til),
~cont (Kiil), cuipte (Kiishls; but a very common sound of
o1 is that of &, as in toic (Tot) [but this sound of o1 is
rarely, if at all, found in Father O’Growney's or the Irish
Society’s Books]. (6) uar in some places (Ardara) is pro-
pounced like weir, as puaip (Fwéir), but more generally
- like ui, as puaip (Fuir; vaim=wiaim).

N.B.—(7) Final Irish vowels (except in a fow words as
the result of contraction, as purve Lmge, cporve, burve)
are sounded, as Fava = FaDii; but some of them obscurely,
 especially in words of more than one syllable as Saite = Sils
Cor Sali.  Sé often = shit as well as shé. Tt is always shé
‘with the Passive Voice of Verbs, but in composition
a8 mire and even by itselfas sé, it is often pronounced like

shi, Irish short vowels in final syllables, and short

. above, viz., that of 6, but elsewhere it sounds like “ yaw,”

B B R e e W e ) W e B e e e ) e it
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Bpaﬂod bio, palce, 0an, and so on with regard to all the
other vowels and digraphs in any Irish word.
N.B.—As a rule, “Irish words similarly spelled are simi-
larly pmrmmwed” and as pronunciation of a word means
“giving its vowels or digraphs their proper sounds, and
. adding also to these the proper sounds of its consonants,”
“hence when you can pronounce correctly the Irish vowels
and digraphs in any word you are correct, as a rule, in
.. giving them the same sounds in all other words; and, to
have the pronunciation of the whole word, add the pronun-
ciation of thre Irish Consonants, whether aspirated or not,
as found on pages 14 and 19.
~ N.B.—The blackboard would be of great gervice to the

digraphs jn final syllables ave also sounded obscurely,

| cobap=ToBiR, TsBeR, ToBUR, ete.; obap=dBir, 6B§r,
' OBir, etc. In compound words onlhng in 4n, 0%, in, as

4podn, Lucog, cilltin, these terminations are pronounced

ag if short, as ARDaN, ete.

N.B~~(8) In a number of Trish words ¢ has the sound of
0 in more as rog, mop, bpon, Pron, rcop, Lon, ton, non,
mdin, mdéna, Tpatnona, pomac, pommam, pogman, comnurde,
Vomnad, Vomnall, vomain.

N.B.—How to acquire the pronounciation of the Irigsh A
Vowels and Digraphs from the Key given on Page 10 :—

“Get the exact sound of the key voweis in the key
words (Page 10), fat, far, ete, contrasting the sounds of the
short vowels with those of the long, taking them"in pa.ir,a,-'
ia; 88;18;00; 1 u; dwell very briefly on the sounds of
the short vowels, but prolong them in the case of the long
vowels. Asa help to get the exact sounds of the key
vowels in the key words, pronounce first the whole word,
then the part containing the vowel, then the vowel 1tself
as fat, fa, & ; far (a, a; frat, fre, o fr(-lght. fre, 8, ete. This
gives you t.l’]t. sounds of the key vowels &, a; 8,8, ete., and
when you have repeated over a number of times these
sounds in pairs, as i ; &;18;00; it G; your ear will
detect the clear distinction between their sounds aarend:ly
as it would the difference in the sounds of the Notes of
the Seale. This is all important; for when you have
acquired in this way the exact sounds of the key vowels
you shall also have acquired the sounds of the Irish Vowels
and Digraphs oppm;lt.a each key vowel, viz:—a, a1, ea, are
each sounded like & in fat; &, &, ed, are each sounded fike ;
4 in far, etc, ; hence the same sound is given to 4 in cac,
41 in AL, ea in bean, each being pronounced as if spelled
cilc, iijL, bitn ; 80 also the same sound is given to & in bdo,
& in pditce, ed in vedn, each being pronmounced as if

forbmght spent this way in getting the proper sounds of
- the Irish vowels and digraphs would facilitate immensely
' the acquisition of Irish pronunciation, and the pupils
- should often afterwards be asked to account for the pro-
T nunciation by reference to thiskey.
& In the key words (that is, the words representing the
' pronunciation of the Irish words) used in this key, be
- careful to give the vowels and consonants the sounds they
‘have on Pages 10, 14 and 19. K represents sound of C
. broad, and gets sound of C in “ call.”

Phonetic Key for Irish Consonants.

Irish Consonants are either broad or slender, according
. ' a8 they are beside a broad or slender vowel; and it is a
. general rule in Irish Orthography that Consonants in
- the body of a word must have a slender vowel after them
. if they have one before them, and a broad after them if
. they have a broad before them, as mipe, haca.

. N.B.—The Broad Irish Consonants will be represented
'in the Key Consonants and Key Words by capitals, and
' the Slender Consonants by small letters.

. teacher in mus:.rat.lng the above I'BI‘II&-I‘KH, and a week or .

e
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'Hinta on the use of the Phonetic Key for

Sounds of Irish Consonants.
Consonants.

Irish Consonants. Koy Ke Trish
; onecuBie; ML wordk, . (1) The sounds of the Irish consonants cannot be so
Ubb;‘;ﬂ:dl:rpronouncad like {;’» in En.it example La4o. ‘adequately represented by the sounds of the corresponding
B b et Call n  bean English “ Key Consonants” as those of the Irish vowels
i iR S »  Cor . by the sounds of the corresponding “key vowels.” How-
( s I:n or : o ko, king o, ceape. _ ever, anative Irish speaker will easily understand their
O broad, thicker and . pronunciation solely derived from this key. I trust the
more explosive than... D , Done 'Viin. e owing ki Ml snable the sbudent s g
S broad, thicker and more , ollowing hints will enable the student o acq'ulre! & more
i "  complete knowledge of the true sounds of Irish Con-
explosive than sl 1S 5 Son s Sl ]
T broad, thicker and fioonants,
more oxplosive than ... T , Toss ,  Tobap SLENDER AND BROAD CONSONANTS.
[ slender is pronounced (2) It may be observed, upon examining the sounds of
like . d , dew , ‘o the “ Key Consonants ” for the slender Irish Consonants,
*. slender ... ah . she i riova, that in most of these “ Key Consonants ”’ there is a ‘y’
| ¢ slender e Lk Ly atnnel cear. . .sound following and attached to them, viz:—k in king =
£ broad R i GRS G FaL. ~ kying ; d in dew =dyew; t in tune = tyune, ete. Therefore,
¢ slender bee Do CERE - rea. _in pronouncing the slender Irish Consonants, especially
! 5 broad e G 5 'Goose. Saal. . .¢,0,1,n,,T a‘y’ sound must be added. Examples :—
5 slender sien P DIV G 56. ceapt =kyaRK ; 'O1a=Dyéii ; ceap =tyiS, etc. KEndeavour,
L broad arny dullqs AAWET s - AR, therefore, first to get the distinctionin sound between the
L slender s A 4 valiant Leac. broad and the slender “ key ” consonants, then look to the
k m broad oo GBS Men Mac. Irish words, and carry into these, or rather takeout of them,
g m slender see A 00 ’ oiin _ the same sounds for the Irish Consonants. For example,
: N broad st TN G N na. contrast the sound of ¢ in call with the sound of k in
- n slender o oM womeRE L ni. king, and then give ¢ in cop the sound of ¢ in call, and give
1 broad el 8 akeul o PoL. ' ginceapc the sound of k in king, and so on, cop = K&5, and
. p slender we P » pet 4 piopa. _ceanc = kyiRK : and in the same way the proper sound of
s R broad e B, Ran Roo. the other broad and slender consonants can be got. It
| n slender wo rr, Camy ,  pappse. “would be useful also to observe the different formations of
h broad and slender ... h , has n haca. the organs of speech when pronouncing the slender and
: ~ broad key consonants, and imitate these when pronouncing
) =3 " the corresponding Irish consonants. Before pronouncing
*S in1p=(8S, a8 in hisa) . 1p=iss, ) a consonant, glance at the vowel next to it to see whether

it is broad or slendor.
' N.B.—The characteristic difference between the manner

i







